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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINCTON

TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY

June 30, 1972

JCS REVIEWED 29-Nov-2010; DECLASSIFIED FOR RELEASE IN FULL |

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: The FALCON LADY

On Dr. Kissinger's instructions I called Mra. Shih in New York
today at 4:45 p.m. to inform her concerning the FALCON LADY
incident, I told her that we wanted them to know that a large U.S.
commercial ship, the FALCON LADY, accidentally ran aground
yesterday near Triton Island at the southernmost end of the Paracel

- Islands. There were two tug boats now trying to pull her off the

reef, and another tug boat was on the way. As soon as the ship was
pulled free, all the vessels would leave the area.

She thanked me for this information and said that she would inform

the Ambassador,

Winston Lord

cc: Mr, Kennedy
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THE NATIONAL MILITARV COMMAND CENTER '
, WASHINGTON, D.C, "20301
30 June - 1972

MBMORANDUM FOR RBCORD

: Subject. PALCON I.ADY Incident 1 ,
: . , . - .- ‘

'331, ‘on 29 June the us merchant ship FALCON LADY,'under o

... us re istry and Military Sealift Command cHarter, ran agroun&
© 7 on Triton Island, the southernmost. island in' the Paracel Group,

'Z“:*one auxiliary tug have been dispatched to.prov

 “.7located 170 neutical miles east-southeast of Da Nang.. The, . '..5

FALCON LADY requested’assistance and reported jin dhhger Of"
breaking up. ‘Under. CINGPACELT authority, two {gN salvage tugs. and

e ass;stanCe.‘
_Bstimated time 0; rendezvous s 300920 EDT June.: C

2. The FALGON LADY is a 19 500- ton tankor, 672 feet in

.“{gﬁlength.. On board are 37,000 barrels of aviation gasoline aﬁd

68,000 barrels of jat fuel. The ship was en route from Da Nang

"V'to ‘Subic Bay.

' the Peoples' Republic of China (PRC); however; PRC appear;_to be:

" ‘DISTRIBUTION:
W'K}I‘ER""‘“‘“ J=33

CoaszEOT

1

S 8, Tr;ton Island is belleVed to be unlnhabxted and over tha N
. yeéars- has.been claimoed by North Vietnam, South Vietmaw, and '

showing no interest in the island. The island measures .
approximately 1/2 mile in length.and 10 feet high, having a =

- reef not more than 6 feet deep. It has been used on occasion. - =
‘8s ‘& stopover point.for South Vietnamese .fishermen.. Weather -- - -
' inlthe area ia raported good, with overcast, 11ttle wind. gnd” "y
“calm seas. o SRR

e T L ROLD F. KNOWLRS

Brigadier General, USAF
Deputy Director for :
Operations (NMCC)

Claslfied. by.......HM ~— ~

$£CT270 GENERAL nzcmssmcmaa -

R

SECDEBR .  J-3¢ SMIEOULE OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 11652
..DEPSECDEE  J-3¢ ' &qgwncmm AT THO
ASD/PA " J=38
cjcs €§)  J-39 DECLASSFIZD YON DECEMBER 31 .,J.Q;m.,.....;..
: ACJCS (5) J-5 FAR EAST DIV  PAC DIV .
DJS (3) CSA  PAC DESK .
© J-30 CNO ~ "ANMCC (LDX) . ..
J'Sl . Cuc ’ : ’ \ ' I ..:_........—---
J-32 . CSAP - e

No Objection To Declassification in FuIE 201 1/04/28 LOC HAK-461 3 20 4



